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QUESTIONS

1.  Is it always necessary to have a jurnace to melt the enamels?

A blow torch can be used for some types of enameling
though care must be taken to keep the direct flame from
the enamel surface.

2.   What kind of heat is usually used -for the -furnace?

Electricity or gas are preferred; oil and coke are also used.

3.  What metals should be used -for enamel work?

Gold, 18-K or finer; silver, sterling or fine silver; copper;
gilding metal or fine bronze.

4.  // the metal has been incised with a graver or tool polished

should it be pickled?

Pidding dulls the lustre of the tool finish. Care must be
taken not to touch the surface. Immerse immediately in
water until the piece is ready to charge the enamel.

5.  How are enamels purchased?

Enamels are purchased from the factory in lump form by
the pound, ounce, or quarter ounce in almost any color.

6.  How is enamel ground into a powder?

An agate mortar and pestle are used with a small amount
of water to grind the enamel to the consistency required.

7.  Should fused samples of the enamels be made before using?

Samples should be made of the enamels before using to test
the fusing point of each enamel and its color.

8.  Can enamels be combined to change the color?

Enamels of the same fusing can be mixed together, charged
and fired, but a better effect will be obtained by fusing a
transparent color over an opaque color.

9.  How can fired enamel be removed from the surface of the

metal?

Hold the enameled piece in cold water and tap the obverse

side with a steel hammer.  Place in hydrofluoric add.